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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Having be^ requested to publish this Sermon I was willbig to accede to the request, 
as it may form an appropriate companion to the one lately printed on the Lord's Supper. 
It is earnestly hoped that the various authorities here cited may suflfice to shew that 
the two great doctrines herein set forth are not *' new opinions," but are the doctrines 
alike of Scripture, of Catholic Antiquity, and of the Anglican Church whereof we are 
members. 

W. L. 
December 31, 1841. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



*^* It may be objected to the following discourses that it 
is unseemly in one who can allege neither age nor experience 
in his behalf to deliver, and much more to publish, Sermons 
involving positive statements on topics which are in these 
days made the subject of much, and I may add, oftentimes 
unhallowed controversy. To this I must be allowed to reply 
that no one could be more alive to anything savouring of 
prematureness or immodesty than myself, but that the state- 
ments therein set forth were made by me not controversially,. . ' 
or as the offspring of my private judgment, but merely deli- 
vered in my office as the doctrines of that Church whereof I 
am ordained a Minister, and to whose decisions I am bound to 
submit. If I have now published in this form what I wrote 
simply for the ordinary requirements of the pulpit, it is because 
my statements have been misrepresented in private and violently 
assailed in public : because I felt it my duty to shew for the 
satisfaction of those who look for instruction at my hands, 
that what I thus delivered was not my unauthorized opinion, 

a2 
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A FEW WORDS 
APPLICABLE TO THE PRESENT TIMES. 



That dissension should exist between the different 
branches or members of Christ's Holy Catholic Church, 
is a thing greatly to be deplored ; and if it arise hastily 
or without sufficient cause, is doubtless in itself a very 
grievous sin. Hence it is our duty by all lawfiil means to 
set forward the reconciliation of those differences which 
separate us from each other and from God, and to seek 
to lessen instead of widening the breach between us : to 
examine well the real principles of others ere we proceed 
to judge them, and carefiilly to ascertain the truth before 
we pronounce a sweeping condemnation on those whose 
views may not in all respects be similar to our own. 

To present anything like a sketch of the divisions which 
at divers times have vexed and agitated the Church of 
Christ, is far from our present purpose : we merely desire, 
from a hasty glance thrown back over the few past years 
of her history, as it bears upon ourselves, to assist those 
who may be desirous of viewing things under their real, 
and not under a prejudiced or imaginary aspect. 

It will hardly be denied, that during the last century a 
deep sleep seemed to have fallen upou the minds of men 
in things pertaining unto God. The vigorous and dog- 
matic theology of former days had been replaced by a 
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style of teaching little if at all ^ superior to the moral 
systems of the heathen philosophy : doctrines being now 
set forth and discourses delivered, which might with almost 
equal propriety have issued from the groves of the Academy, 
or instructed an audience beside the waters of the Ilissus. 
Instead of the searching and heart-stirring appeals which 
had thrilled through the souls of our Fathers, the authorized 
teachers of religion for the most part (for doubtless there 
were many and bright exceptions) now sought to instruct 
their people through the cold instrumentality of evidences 
and abstract reasonings, addressed to the understanding 
rather than to Faith, and bringing the touchstone of rigid 
demonstration to bear upon the truths of a religion whose 
very motto and token ought to be, "Blessed are they which 
have not seeuy but have believed.'* The Church was now 
viewed, not as the one channel appointed of God to convey 
the blessings of his grace to his people, but as a national 
institution supported by the State, and placed under the 
protection of the civil power for the better promotion of 
religion in the realm ; it was considered as something not 
accidentally^ but essentially^ interwoven with our political 

*■ For such as may not be accustomed to the accurate use of words, it may 
not be improper to remark that by essential is meant ^ that which constitutes 
the essence or being of anything : which makes it to be what it is, and 
without which it must cease to be ;** by acddenitU, " that which may or may 
not, according to circumstances, be attached to anything without affecting 
its existence or essential character." Thus the fact of the Church being 
connected with the state is an accident; t. e, it is something which might be 
taken away and yet leave the Church existing as before, her political condi- 
tion, either one way or the other, nowise affecting her existence as a Church. 
On the other hand, her ^ Catholicism" is essential to her, as without it she 
would cease to be a branch of Christ's Holy Catholic Church, that is to say, 
would cease to be a Church at all. She might cease to be the Church qf 
England (i. e, the Church by law in England established) without ceasing 
to be,- this being an accident of her condition : she could not cease from her 
Catholicism without ceasing to be, this being essential to her existence. 
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system ; and " Church and State" became a watchword with 
many, as well Ministers as people, who if they were stead- 
fast in their allegiance to the one, certainly shewed a 
lamentable reluctance to liye up to the uncompromising 
rules and sublime morality of the other. To belong to the 
Church was deemed proper, because not to belong to her 
was deemed something mregular and strange ; and if Dis- 
sent then found not much favour in men's eyes, it was rather 
owing to the coarseness of the generality of its professors, 
than to any acknowledged heinousness in Dissent itself. 

Such was the state of things amongst us, when a body of 
men styling themselyes " Evangelical" — ^that is to say, ad- 
vocates of gospel truth — sought to awaken the Church from 
the spiritual lethargy into which she had fallen. A voice 
was now heard crying in the wilderness, calling upon the 
people to repent them of their sins, and to rouse themselves 
from dead works to serve the living God. These have long 
since been gathered to their Fathers ; and if we cannot in 
all respects say as they said, nor would act altogether as 
they acted, yet did the Church under then existing circum- 
stances owe them too large a debt of gratitude to make it 
meet in us to say aught in their disparagement. The 
object of these energetic men was to rouse their sleeping 
brethren to the feeling of those truths whose force had well 
nigh evaporated in the lukewarm theology of the day ; and 
so far then* zeal was much and highly to be praised. How- 
beit, as it is the tendency of all strong movements to rush 
into extremes, it came to pass that in their ardour 
for propagating Evangelic truth, they forgot to pro- 
claim the necessity of its indispensable concomitant, 
Apostolic order. In avoiding Scylla they plunged into 
Charybdis. The consequence of all this, if unforeseen, 
was inevitable. The impression created was that all true 
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religion consisted in the zealous belief of some one or two 
prominent articles of the Faith ; the Sacraments and other 
ordinances of the Church, with the necessity of the Apos- 
tolic commission for the administration of the same, were, 
to say the least, accounted by many as things non-essential, 
or of minor importance ; and in the desire to make jmen 
more spiritual they overlooked the injunction of the Apos- 
tle, "Let all things be done decently and in order." 
Hence it naturally happened that men willingly joined 
themselyes to such as preached "the Truth,'' as they con- 
sidered it, in the most forcible and exciting manner ; and 
if in any place the Chm'ch's appointed Minister appeared 
to lack oratorical ability or zeal, the neighbouring meeting- 
house was sure to draw within its walls numbers of mistaken 
and deluded votaries. A ready eloquence, or the feeling 
of what was termed " a call," was by such persons consi- 
dered amply sufSicient as a title to preach the word of God 
and administer the Sacraments of the Gospel. Indeed to 
such a height was this feeling carried, that many of the Evan- 
gelical party within the Church herself, forgetting their own 
high privileges and awfiil responsibilities, scrupled not to 
symbolize with Dissent, and to ally themselves with their 
"Dissenting brethren." Religious societies were now 
established, formed of a heterogeneous mixtm*e of Church- 
men and Schismatics, in which the thing regarded was not 
whether Apostolic order and discipline were observed in their 
arrangements, but whether by this unhallowed compromise 
of principle and infraction of the unity of Christ's body, a 
greater amount of apparent good might not possibly be pro- 
duced — ^thus unconsciously doing evil that good might 
come, and seeking by the apparent excellence of the end 
to justify the irregularity of the means. In short the appeai- 
ance, and we sincerely believe in many cases the existence, 
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of a devoted earnestness for the glory of God, not unnatu- 
rally blinded men's eyes to any errors in principle or defects 
of order and commission ; and thus, by a vicious habit of 
judging from fancied results instead of searching into first 
principles, the doctrine of " the one Holy Catholic Church," 
as distinguished from all systems of heresy and dissent, and 
requiring an immediate and entire separation from them, 
had well nigh passed away from remembrance, and a state 
of things was now developed, calculated by its superficial 
brilliance and exciting character to win the applause of the 
multitude, but causing painfiil apprehensions in the minds 
of those who were alive to the unsoundness of its principles, 
and who perceived therein the signs of no small injiuy to 
the cause of Truth by this unholy violation of the essential 
unity of the Church of Christ. 

But another and a healthier movement was at hand. A 
trumpet blown from a difierent quarter sounded at first 
a few feeble notes upon the banks of the Isis. It was 
suggested by some members of that University which has 
ever been foremost in the defence of orthodox Truth, that 
in the anxiety to inculcate one set of duties another had 
been forgotten, and that the privileges attached by Christ 
to communion with his Church, with the means provided 
within her for the attainment of hoUness before God, 
had been carelessly and perniciously laid aside. The call 
thus made, by men respectable equally for the depth of thek 
learning as for the devotedness of their lives, 'was speedily 
and heartily responded to by a number of those who 
through evil report and good report had moved silently on 
in the course prescribed by the Church during the irregular 
proceedings we have been describing, and the Church soon 
found at her disposal a body of active and zealous men, 
no wfiit less eager than their brethren to promulgate the 
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highest tone of true Evangelic doctrine, but with the import- 
ant addition of Ecclesiastical authority and Apostolic order. 
It was now urged, by reference to Scripture and Antiquity, 
that zeal and a holy life, however excellent in themselves, 
were not sufficient to constitute a qualification for the 
Christian priesthood, but that Episcopal ordination was 
essentially requisite for the same : that the gifts and graces 
of God were not ordinarily conveyed in a promiscuous 
manner as men might choose to accept them, but through 
one channel, the Holy Catholic Church : that in the sa- 
crament of Baptism the remission of sins was actually 
imparted and regenerating grace conferred; and in the 
Lord's Supper the Body and Blood of Christ ^^ verily 
and indeed taken and received by the faithfiil." Fur- 
thermore, that the Sacraments being generally necessary 
to salvation, as commanded by Christ himself, we must 
therefore of necessity belong to that Church wherein 
these Sacraments were rightly and duly administered, 
and that this was none other than the Cathohc Church: 
and that consequently whilst using all possible forbear- 
ance towards those who had separated from us, we were 
not to compromise our principles, nor seek to conci- 
liate Dissenters by merging essential differences and pur- 
chasing an external peace by the sacrifice of vital truths. 

Such, in general terms, is an outline of that revived 
system of theology, against which an attack unjustifiable 
because undiscriminating, and merciless in invective as it 
is weak in argument, has firom its commencement been 
directed by some who seem to have forgotten that " though 
there abideth faith, hope, charity, — yet the greatest of these 
is charity;'' and forasmuch as its advocates have not 
thought fit to answer their opponents after their own man- 
ner, this reluctance on their part to return evil for evil has 
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not imfrequently been construed into an admission of 
wep.kness. It is not the object of these remarks to make 
converts to one system, or to depreciate another. But it 
is their object to entreat any who may read them not to be 
hasty to pronomice judgment before they have examined, 
nor to condemn those whom they have not heard. If they 
toill think it necessary to form an opinion upon the views 
of any individuals within the Church (which however for 
the most part it is not,*) then we would urge them in com- 
mon honesty not to judge from the garbled and malignant 
statements of (oftentimes) ignorant opponents, but to let 
the accused parties speak for themselves; and we feel 
confident that if they shall not agree in every particular 
statement (which were neither to be expected nor required) 
yet shall they have learnt thereby such a lesson of mild- 
ness, charity, and forbearance, as shall lead them at least 
to judge with moderation, and to abstain from indiscri- 
minate censure even where they may not be disposed to 
bestow their unqualified applause. 

And now, if any, feeling the transcendent grandeur and 
strength, of the principles of Catholic Truth, shall experience 
something like irritation at the ungenerous and unkind 
assaults which are aimed against them by some who seem 
to know not what spirit they are of, what is our advice to 
such ? Shall we recriminate upon our opponents ? shall 
we retort their insinuations on themselves and say, that 
their principles, if carried out to their consequences, 
must of necessity lead to heresy, Socinianism, or even 
Infidelity itself? No; but while prepared by the grace 
of God to uphold "the form of sound words" against 
modem innovations, and contending earnestly for the 
faith once delivered to the Saints, let us seek, by avoid- 
ing all pai-ty names as far as in us lies (for if men 
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will name us, we cannot help it,) by striving to find points 
of agreement as well as points of difference, by sacrific- 
ing nothing save our own angry passions and unholy 
jealousies, and by treating our accusers with greater 
courtesy and mildness than they have treated us — ^by such 
means let us endeavour to preserve the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace. Let us remember that we are 
brethren — ^members of the same household — of one Holy 
Catholic and Apostolic Church (for we speak not of course 
of schismatics) — ^boimd together by the same principles, 
— united in a common interest — acknowledging "one 
Lord, one Faith, one Baptism." So shall we best be 
imitators of Him who when he was reviled reviled not 
again — so shall we give a practical evidence of the truth 
and soimdness of our principles, and best promote the 
worship and the praise of Him whose presence was an- 
nounced upon earth by the heavenly music of the seraphic 
host, " Glory to God in the highest, peace on earth, good 
will towards men !" 

W. L. 
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THE COLLECT. 



Almighty God, who hast given us thy only-begotten Son 
9 take our nature upon him, and as at this time to be bom 
f a pure Virgin ; Grant that we BEING REGENERATE, 

lND made thy children by adoption and 

}RACE, may daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit; through 
ie same our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth 
rith thee and the same Spirit, ever one God, world without 
id. Amen. 
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A SEKMON, &c. 



What sparkles in that lucid flood 

Is water, by gross mortals ey'd : 
But seen by Faith, 'tis Blood 

Out of a dear Friend's side. 

Christian Year. — Holy BapH»m. 



ST. MATTHEW, XIX. 14. 

BUT JESUS SAID, SUFFER LITTLE CHILDREN, AND FORBID THEM 
NOT, TO COME UNTO ME: FOR OF SUCH IS THE KINODOM OF 
HEAVEN. * 



If a man should desire to form an estimate of the glory and 
magnificence of the Lord Almighty, we would bid him walk 
forth into the fields at the eventide, to behold the host of heaven 
shining in its beauty, and contemplate that vast machinery of 
systems and of worlds which, stretching beyond all that the disco- 
veries of science can fathom or the imagination of man conceive, 
seem to accumulate in grandeur and immensity as we explore 
them, and to form no inadequate type and resemblance of Him 
who hath neither beginning of days nor end of life, whom the 
very heaven of heavens itself doth not contain, and before whom 
all this vast array of sublimity and splendour standeth a mere 
exercise of his creative energy and the dependent offspring of 
his Almighty power. Howbeit, it cannot be doubted that into 
such as are of an humble and a lowly spirit, the contemplation of 
a scene like this must needs inspire a feeling of despondency and 
alarm, as though the Creator and Preserver of all these worlds 
could hardly condescend to look down upon themselves, creeping 
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insignificant upon this little isolated speck in his universe, and 
listen to the prayers or attend to the wants of beings so utterly 
disproportioned to the gorgeous display of wonders spread out as 
in a goodly picture before their eyes. And of a truth, brethren, 
such feelings as these would be both natural and necessary, were 
our sole knowledge of the Almighty Father of our being derived 
from the contemplation of his works: and hence an argument 
against the unregulated study of what is called Natural Theology 
— ^that is to say, the viewing God as he appeareth in his created 
universe, or as one of our own poets hath said, the " looking 
through Nature up to Nature's God." The which study of God 
manifested in his works, pursued previous to the study of God 
made known to us in Holy Scripture, must, as it seemeth unto 
ns, of necessity engender either the cold belief in a Deity which, 
like those whom some of the Heathen did worship,^ hath too 
many occupations and pleasures within himself to attend to the 
concerns of us lesser creatures of his might, or else must cause 
the enquirer, bewildered and amazed, to plunge headlong into 
the barren wastes of Natural Religion, which, to say the least, is 
but a loose expression for disguised Atheism or practical Infi- 
delity. But when, beginning at the right end of the chain, we 
first contemplate God as he hath revealed himself unto his 
Church in Holy Writ, the whole matter straightway changeth 
to a di£ferent and less formidable aspect. We there behold God, 
not as clothed with the thunder or riding on the storm — ^not as 
enthroned upon the surging waters of the ocean or sublime amid 
the stars of heaven — ^but we behold him in the calm magnificence 
of his shrouded majesty, in his character of Immanuel, as God 
manifest in the flesh: as God condescending to come down into 
this world which his own hands had formed, yea, as taking even 
our infirmities upon him, and being in all respects made like 
unto us his brethren, save only Y^thout sin. Such is God 
brought down among us from his lofty habitation in the courts 
of heaven, and as such alone it behoveth us to worship Him 
and adore. The Sceptic indeed and the Heretic saith that these 

^ Deos didiei secnmm agere »vmn : 

Nee si quid miri faciat natura, Deos id 
Tristes ex alto cgbU demittere tecto. 

Hor. Sat. L 5. 101. 
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things cannot be so— -but 70, dearly beloved, building up your- 
selves in your most Holy Faith, and looking only to the written 
revelation of his will, shall say yea and amen to the consoling 
and gracious announcement that ^^ when the fulness of the time 
was come^ God sent forth his son, made of a woman,"^ ^^ that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal 
life."« . 

And surely, brethren, among all the scenes wherein we behold 
God exhibited under this softened and endearing aspect, there 
are few in which he appeareth more lovely than when, as recorded 
in the text, he called the young children unto him and said, 
^^ Suffer the little children, and forbid them not, to come unto 
me : for of such is the kingdom of Heaven." Behold the spec- 
tacle ! — ^behold Him, the brightness of his Father's glory, and 
the express image of his person — Him, the maker and preserver 
of all worlds, God of God, Light of Light — Him, before whom 
angels hide their glories and veil their faces beneath their wings- 
behold Him condescending to call unto him these little chil^en, 
yea, embracing them in his arms and blessing them! Now 
hence, my brethren, we may read unto ourselves a twofold piost 
instructive lesson : First, the importance of little children in the 
sight of their heavenly Father ; Secondly, that we also must be- 
come even as little children, if we would desire to be partakers 
of the blessedness of Christ's everlasting kingdom. 

I. Now that young children are in a peculiar manner the 
objects of the care and providence of God, doth most evidently 
appear not from this only, but also from divers other passages 
and declarations of Holy Writ. Thus in the same chapter we 
find our Lord himself affirming that they are under the especial 
guardianship and ministry of the Holy Angels. ^^ Take heed," 
saith he, *' that ye despise not one of these little ones : for I say 
unto you, that in heaven their angels do always behold the face 
of my Father which is in heaven." Whence we do certainly 
infer that albeit every one of God's people hath angels placed in 
charge over him to keep him in all his ways* — for the Lord 
Almighty, as ye know, worketh by means, and his angels, as 

» Gal. iv. 4. » St, John iii. 16. * Psalm xci. 11. 

b2 
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the Apostle saith, are ** ministering spirits sent forth to minister 
unto them which shall be heirs of salvation"* — yet hath this 
order of angels or guardian spirits, unto which the safety of these 
little children is entrusted, some peculiar and especial privilege 
of admission into the presence of the Father, who condescendeth 
to regard these the ministers of their infant necessities and wants 
with more than a common share of his favour, and graciousness, 
and love. " I say unto you, their angels do always behold the 
face of my Father which is in heaven." Beware then, oh, my 
brethren, how ye shall presume lightly to esteem those whom the 
Lord hath so highly exalted, and whose interests he hath 
guarded with such a holy and right glorious ministry ; and when- 
soever ye shall haply be moved to do so, then remember these 
solemn words of our Saviour Christ, ^' Whoso shall offend one of 
these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that 
a milstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were 
drowned in the depth of the sea."* 

But furthermore, young children ought to be invested with pe- 
culiar importance in our eyes, inasmuch as they are the especial 
subjects of that regenerating grace which the Church hath been 
commissioned to impart unto them in the most Holy Sacrament 
of Baptism. On the subject of Baptismal Regeneration, so 
imperfectly understood of many, albeit in our formularies and in 
Holy Scripture itself so explicitly and plainly set forth, it may 
be well to premise a few brief observations. When Adam 
sinned, as we have oftentimes remarked, all mankind throughout 
succeeding generations until the end of time became involved 
thereby in the like condemnation, and fell under the curse of 
guilt. As the plant, although its branches be never so many, and 
its leaves never so numerous, doth notwithstanding necessarily 
partake of the nature of the seed whence originally it sprang, 
even so doth the whole body of mankind issuing by natural 
generation from the loins of our first Parent, though they be 
now as the sands on the sea-shore for multitude, participate in 
the sin and consequence of that Parent's fall. Wherefore also it 
eometh to pass, through the fixed and unalterable decrees of 

» Heb. i. U. • St. Matt, xviii. 6. 
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Him whose justice must in anywise be vindicated and sin not go 
unpunished, that every person whatsoever, which naturally is 
engendered of the ofiBpring of Adam, "deserveth," as our Article 
saith, " God's yncaih. and damnation."^ Howbeit it pleased the 
Lord Almighty, who in the midst of judgment remembereth 
mercy, to institute and ordain in his Church at his first coming 
a new and mystical Birth, whereby the process of being bom is 
a second time spiritually and mystically performed ; in virtue 
whereof the taint of sin attaching by reason of Adam's transgres- 
sion to the old Birth, is mysteriously done away, and the subject 
thereof admitted to a new and spiritual life. Such is ^^ Regene- 
ration" or " the being bom again ;" and the means thereto is the 
sacrament of Holy Baptism, wherein the outward visible sign is 
" water, whereby (as our Lord commanded) the person is bap- 
tized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost" — the inward or spiritual grace, ^' a death unto sin, and a 
NEW BIRTH unto rightcousness, for being by nature bom in sin, the 
children of wrath, we are hereby made the children of grace." • 
Now ou»Lord himself hath* most plainly declared, that unless 
this second Birth shall have taken place, no flesh can be saved. 
^^ Except a man," he saith, ^' be bom again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God."» This fact of the necessity of a new Birth 
astonished, as well it might, him to whom it was propounded. 
" How can a man," said he, " be bom when he is old ? Can he 
enter a second time into his mother's womb, and be bom?" Our 
Lord then condescended thus to explain his meaning to the 
astonished Nicodemus : — '^ Except a man be bom of water and 

» Art IX. of Original Sin. 

^ Church Catechism. 

The identity of Regeneration with Baptism is also expressed In the IX. 
Article : — ^^ And this infection of nature doth remain, yea, in them that are 
regenerated ; and although there is no condemnation for them that believe 
and are baptized/* etc. So also in the XXVIII. Article : — *' Baptism is not 
only a sign of profession," etc., '' but it is also a sign of Regeneration or nete 
Birth, whereby, as by an instrument, they that receive Baptism rightly are 
grafted into the Church : the promises of forgiveness of sin, and of our adoption 
to be the sons of God by the Holy Ghost, are visibly signed and sealed." If then 
Baptism be *' a sign of Regeneration," it is clear that Regeneration is con- 
veyed in Baptism, there being no such thing as a true sign (in this sense) 
without the existence of the thing signified, 

• St. John iii. 3. 
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of the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God" — ^words 
which, I need scarcely observe, have ever been understood in the 
Oatholic Church to refer exclusively and strictly to the Regene- 
ration, or being bom again, whereof we are made the subjects in 
Holy Baptism. ^^ And the absolute importance of this rite of 
Baptism or ^^ washing" is in divers other places no less explicitly 
declared. Thus St. Paul writing unto Titus saith : — " Not by 
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to 
his mercy he saved us, hy the toashin^ of regeneration^ and renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost." i ^ And so saith St. Peter :— " The like 
figure whereunto Baptism doth now save vs^ by the resurrection 
of Jesus Ohrist."^^ Whence also we find this rite enjoined as of 
indispensable necessity by our Lord and his Apostles. "He 
that believeth, and U baptized^ shall be saved." ^^ " Go ye and 

^^** Of all the Ancients there is not one to be named that ever did otherwise 
either expound or allege the place, than as implying ejftemal Baptism.*' — 
Hooker, See alio an aocumulation of evidence to this effect in ^ Tracts for 
the Times," vol. ii. part 2. p. 31. where twenty witnesses are quoted before 
St. Chrysostome. " Let any one," observes the learned author, '^ disposed to 
disparage this evidence, think how he would appreciate it if it supported any 
point in the system which he has made his own." See also the testimonies 
quoted by the same writer (pp. 35-40) of the Baptismal Liturgies of the 
whole Ancient Church, in all of which the text is understood in its literal 
sense as alluding to the water of Baptism. 

So also in the Baptismal Service of our own Church, the priest says : — 
" Dearly beloved, forasmuch as all men are conceived and bom in sin ; and 
that our Saviour Christ saith, none can enter into the kingdom of God, except 
he be regenerated and bom of water and of the Holy Ghost : I beseech you to 
call upon God the Father, through our Lord Jesus Christ, that of his boun- 
teous mercy he will grant to this Child that thmg which by nature he cannot 
have : t?iat he may be baptized with water and the Holy Ghost, and received 
into Christ's holy Church, and be made a lively member of the same." See 
alto the Prayer in the ** Order for Confirmation," as quoted below. 

* * Tit. iii. 5. That this text also was understood by the Primitive Church 
to refer to the washing of Baptism, may be proved, as in the case of the 
former, by reference to the consent of all the Fathers, who thus interpret it, 
M also by all the ancient Liturgies, where likewise it is so applied. See the 
evidence stated in " Tracts for the Times," vol. ii. part 2. pp. 68-61. 

So also our own Church in the Office for Private Baptism, where the priest 
•ays :— <' I certify you, that in this case all is well done, and according unto due 
order, concerning the baptizing of this Child : who being bom in original sin, 
and in the wrath of God, is NOW, by the laver* of Regeneration in Baptism, 
received into the number of the children of God, and heirs of everlastine 
life," etc. * 

» » 1 St. Peter, iii. 21. » » St Mark. xvi. 16. 

^^ £av«r-«n equivalent expression for toashing, by which our tranalatora have rendered 
(he original word in the •acred context. 
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teach all nations, baptizing tkem in the name of the Father, and 
oftheSon,and of the Holy Ghost." i* " Eepent," saith St. Peter, 
'' and he baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, 
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost."! 5 

Now, as this last passage most indisputably sheweth, the 
condition necessary before we can receive Baptism rightly is 
Repentance and Faith, whereby we forsake sin and steadfastly 
believe the promises of God — and the effect or grace which by 
that Baptism we receive, is neither more nor less than '' the 
remission of sins" by the operation of the Holy Ghost conveyed 
in that Sacrament. Hear the express testimony of Scripture as 
touching this very matter. ^^ Repent " saith St. Peter, in the 
passage just quoted, ^^ and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost" And so again — " Arise, and 
be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of 
the Lord."i« Whence we do conceive that no one, willing to 
take the words of Scripture in their plain and obvious mean- 
ing,^ '^ can doubt that " the remission of sins " and the ordinance 
of Baptism, are strictly though mysteriously connected together. 
How indeed it can be so, we stop not to enquire : our business 
is not to explain mysteries, but to state Scriptural truths. 

Again, our sins being thus remitted and our ^^ old man cru* 
cified" in the Sacrament of Baptism, we become in an ineffable 
manner partakers of the Lord Jesus Christ, and of *^ the power of 
his resurrection." "Know ye not," saith St. Paul, "that so 
many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christy were baptized 
into his death ? Therefore we were buried with him by baptism 
into death: that like as Christ was raised from the dead by the 

» ♦ St. Matt, xxviii. 19. » « Acts. ii. 38. 

1 ^ Acts xxii. 16. So also in the Nicene Creed it is said — " I acknowledge 
one Baptism fob the Remission of Sins." 

1 7 « I hold it for a most infallible rule in expositions of Sacred Scripture, 
that where a literal construction will stand, the farthest from the letter is 
commonly the worst. There is nothing more dangerous than this licentious 
and deluding art, which changeth the meaning of words, as alchemy doth, or 
would do, the substance of metals, maketh of anything what it listeth, and 
bringeth in the end all truth to nothing." — Hooker, 
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glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of 
life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his 
death, we shall be also of his resurrection : knowing this, that 
our old man was crucified with him, that the body of sin might 
be destroyed." ^B And again how strong is his language when 



* • To the unprejudiced reader the following extracts will perhaps illus- 
trate this passage : — 

** St. Paul speaks throughout of actual facts, which have taken place in 
OS, and duties consequent upon them ; he sets side by side, means of grace 
which we have received, and the holiness which we are thereby to strive to 
attain unto. * We were all baptized into Christ,* i. e. into a participation of 
Christ, and His most precious death, and union with Him ; ' we' t. e. our old 
man, our corrupted selves, ' were buried with Him by Baptism into death, 
tJutt we oho may walk in newness of life.' Again, ' we were planted in the 
likeness of His death' — that we may be 'of His resurrection.^ Again, 'our 
old man was crucified with Him'— 'that the whole body of sin might be 
destroyed.' 

" Now, in these paurs (so to speak) of eifts and duties, two things are, at 
first sight, observable: — 1. That St. Paul speaks throughout of these gifts 
as having taken place at a definite past time. Not only we ' were baptized,* 
but we * were buried,' ' were planted,' * were crucified ;' those acts are in 
their fruits to live in us, but in themselves they are past, just as much as 
our Baptism is, in which they took place, and wherein they were contained ; 
he speaks not here of a present crucifixion, or even (as elsewhere) of a past 
crucifixion continuing on to the present, ' whereby the world hae been cru- 
cified to me, and I unto the world,' (Gal. vi. 14.) but of one wholly past, 
' our old man w€u crucified with Him.' 2. That a most intimate communion 
with these same acts in our Lord's own holy life and death, is, by the 
original language, conveyed. * * * * There is a marked identification 
wi& our Lord; and so, also, our walking in newness of liSfe, is not the result 
of any motive, however persuasive, but "the power of His resurrection.' 
' We were buried with Him by Baptism unto death, that, like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also,' bavins 
cUed with Him, died through Baptism in His death, having been buried with 
Him, and so (else were we not living) having been raised again with Him, 
havinff been re-bom to a new life, should live in this new \Se imparted to 
us, * should walk in newness of life.' ♦ ♦ ♦ * * 

'' In these events we are spoken of as passive only ; we did nothing for 
ourselves ; we were baptized, buried, planted, crucified : the very language 
marks that all this was God's doing, in us, and for us. We had no more to 
do with it, than a man hath with crucifying or burying himself, much less 
oould we join ourselves in our Saviour's Death, or include ourselves in His 
Cross: but we gave up ourselves only to God, for Him to work this in us; 
and He ' by Baptism,' the Apostle says, wrought it. Hitherto we were pas- 
sive only ; the Apostle assigns us our own part, but subsequently ; in our old 
life, we could onlv have struggled impotently ; though ' the angel troubled 
the waters,* yet had we lain tike the infirm man who ' had no one to put 
him into the pool ;* we had lain within sight of our remedy, but unable to 
apply it to ourselves ; our part begins with our new life in Christ, which we 
have received in Baptism ; when in Him we have died, then begins that 
other death, which through Him we must continually die. Sin has onoe 
l)een remitted, shun, crucified ; we must henceforth watch that it five not 
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writing to the Colossians: — "Buried with him in haptitm^ 
wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the ope- 
ration of God, who hath raised him from the dead."^® And now, 
to sum up this short account of the whole matter, it is briefly 
this : — ^At the time of our natural birth, we are hj reason of the 
fall of Adam spiritually dead in trespasses and sins. In the 
Sacrament of Baptism those sins are mystically washed away by 
the operation of the Holy Ghost ; and thus, as Christ by the 
glory of the Father was raised from that death into which for 
our sins he had been cast, even so do we, by the Spirit imparted 
to us in Baptism, rise again from the death of sin to a new spi- 
ritual life, and are thus made spiritually to partake of "the 
power of Christ's resurrection." The which view of the subject 
doth most exactly coincide with the formularies and services of 
the Church. " I acknowledge," saith the Creed, " one baptism 
FOR THE REMISSION OP siNs" — words which, we conceive, none 
will question xmless they shall question also the express testi- 
mony of Holy Scripture, as above set forth ; and the same like- 
wise is most forcibly and distinctly stated in the Baptismal 
Service,*® to which we would earnestly refer, in proof of all we 

again m us, that we extirpate all the roots thereof, that we serve it not again, 
that we live through its death. These points were prominently in the 
thoughts of the ancient Church, when dwelling on the text ; the close con- 
nexion of what Christ had done for us on the Cross, with what He worketh 
in us by His Spirit in Baptism : that this union with Him is the power of 
Baptism, and that from this union so imparted is all the Christian's strength 
to realize Christian duty." — Pusey on Baptism, — Tracts for the Timesy Vol. II, 
Part 2. pp. 94, 95, 99, 

1 • Col. ii. 12. See also 1 St. Peter iiL 21. quoted above. 

>o The Priest says : — ^^^ We call upon thee for this In£Euit, that he, coming 
to thy holy Baptism, may receive remission of his sins by spiritual 
REGENERATION ;" and afterwards he prays — ''that this Infant may enjoy the 
everkuting benediction of thy heavenly washing." 

So again : — '^ Give thy Holy Spirit to this Infant, that he may be born 
again, and be made an heir of everlastmg salvation." And again : — ^Sanctify 
this water to the mystical washing away of sin ; and grant that this Child, 
now to be baptized therein, may receive the fulness ■ f^f thy grace, and 
ever remain in the number of thy faithful and elect children." And after 
Baptism is performed, it is saidi — ^*' Seeing now, dearly beloved Brethren, 
that this child is regenerate, and grafted into the body of Christ's Church ; 
let us give thanks unto Almighty (&d for these benefits, and with one accord 
make our prayers unto him, that this child may lead the rest of his life ac- 
cording to this beginning." 

So again : — " We yield thee hearty thanks, most merciful Father, that it 
hath pleased thee to regenerate this Infant with thy Holy Spirit, to receive 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



26 

have advanced, suoh as are vdlling not to question that which 
perhaps they have not as yet been at sufficient pains to under- 
stand, but which however as members of the Church they have 
bound themselves to believe and do profess. 

But if Repentance and Faith be, as hath been stated, a neces- 
sary conditidn for the due reception of Baptism, it may be 
asked, why then are in&nts baptized, when by reason of their 
tender age they cannot perform the act of penitence ? We answer, 
in the words of a learned Bishop of our Church: — "As to 
infants, their innocence and incapacity are to them instead of 
repentance, which they do not want, and of actual faith, which 
they cannot have ; and they are capable of being bom again, and 
adopted by God, because they bring no obstacle. They stipulate, 
and the Holy Spirit translates them out of a state of nature into 
a state of grace, favour, and acceptance. In their case rege- 
neration precedes, and renovation follows after, and they are the 
temple of the Spirit till they defile themselves with sin/'^i 

Behold then, my brethren, the unspeakable grandeur which 
adometh the persons of these little children — a spectacle before 
which we ourselves sink into insignificance and ought to feel 
humbled in the dust. Behold them regenerate by the grace of 
God, and freed from the curse of sin — ^behold them clothed in 
the unsullied robe of their Baptismal purity, a temple of the 
living God, an habitation of his Holy Spirit — ^behold them 
already risen with Christ, heirs of God, and meet to be partakers 
of the kingdom of heaven. Such are little children — such the 



him for thine own child by adoption, and to incorporate him into thy Holy 
Church. And humbly we beseech thee to grant, that he, bbtno dead onto 
sin, and liying unto righteousness, and being buried with Christ in his death, 
may crucify the old man, and utterly abolish the whole body of sin ; and 
that, as he is made partaker of the death of thy Son, he may also be partaker 
of his resurrection : so that finally, with the residue of thy holy Church, he 
may be an inheritor of thine everlasting kingdom, through Chnst our Lord. 
Amen." In these passages the distinction between regeneration, w^hich 
is pasty and the duties and priyileges consequent upon it, which follow after ^ 
is strongly and explicitly marked. 

So again in the Confirmation Service, what can be stronger than this 
prayer for the Baptized : — ^ Almighty and everlasting God, who hast vouch- 
safed TO BEOENERA.TB thcse thy servauts by water and the Holy Ghost, 
and hoAt given unto them foroivenbsb of all their sins," &c. 

«^ Bishop Bethell <* On Regeneration." 
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exalted character and dignity of those whose seeming weakness 
we do sometimes so ignorantly despise. 

And now, oh ! je that are Parents, and je Mothers especially, 
for on you principally devolveth the heavy burden of oaring for 
your children's welfare both in this life and in the life to come, 
hear me whilst I briefly set forth that which I could fain prolong 
through many discourses. Behold the precious deposit which 
the Lord hath committed to your charge, and mark well the vast 
responsibilities which ye have incurred thereby. Your child is 
now by Baptism regenerate, and hath tasted of this heavenly gift 
of God, but he may again fall into sin : he is now an inheritor of 
heaven, but he may again cast himself from his high estate and 
become a child of wrath : he is now pure and spotless and inno- 
cent and lovely, but he may become all that is unholy and vile 
and careless and desperate : yea, and all these he will in some 
degree become, for ^* the infection of our nature doth remain even 
in them which are regenerated :"2a but the extent, mark ye, to 
which he shall become so under God's grace dependeth much, 
ay, much more than ye do perhaps imagine, upon yourselves. 
There is no influence exercised under heaven amongst men so 
disinterested, so holy, and so effectual, as that which a mother 
exerciseth over the fruit of her womb ; and some of the brightest 
stars which are " scattered along the Church's sky" have ascribed 
all their future virtue and happiness to the early discipline of a 
mother's love. Wliat then Monica was to St. Augustine, what 
many others have been whose names haply are forgotten amongst 
men, but are nathless written in God's Book of Life — ^this 
be ye, which do now hear me, to your own beloved offspring, 
believing that whatsoever ye shall thus do in Faith, ye shall find 
blessed of God, and that he will crown your labours with an 
abundant increase. And do ye ask by what means ye shall best 
protect and bring up your children, so that in after years they 
may become your glory and your joy ? We say, guard them, 
guard them from evil communication : guard them from it as 
from the pestilence which walketh in darkness, or from the arrow 
which flieth by day — guard them from it as from the spoiler 

"IX. Article. 
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who would rob you of your treasure, or from the whirlwind 
which would rend and tear them from your embrace. The time 
indeed must come when they too shall go forth into the world 
and mix with careless and ungodly men : but oh ! guard them 
whilst ye can, and protect them whilst ye may, and strengthen 
them betimes with the strength of God, for so shall ye find that 
they shall not be tempted beyond that they are able, yea, that 
they shall be tried in the balance and be not found wanting. 
And do ye seek any of you great and goodly things for your 
children ? Oh ! seek them not. Are ye anxious that they should 
become what the world ^calleth brilliant and accomplished, and 
receive the plaudits and the praise of men ? Oh ! be not careful 
for these things, for they are nought but vanity and vexation of 
spirit, and much study is weariness to the flesh; but be ye 
rather glad and rejoice if your children shall display no qualities 
which may draw the attention of the world or engage them in 
envious rivalry with their fellows ; for so shall ye find the hap- 
piness of your little ones to have been best secured by their 
heavenly Father. The lordly oak, ye know, is cleft in twain by 
the thunderbolt, whilst the bending reed may defy its fury; and 
80, whilst the sons of genius find no rest upon their starlit throne, 
these enjoy a tranquil and a quiet happiness whereof more 
aspiring spirits may never hope to taste. Or do ye seek glory 
and honour for your children, and would ye have them tread the 
paths of ambition and renown ? Ambition !— out upon the name ; 
it is an idle day-dream — an i^nis fatuus to lure its deluded fol- 
lower to destruction — a race '^ begun in folly, closed in tears." 
No ! my brethren ; be assured the ways of ambition are not 
the road to peace. There are thorns do mingle with the rosy 
wreath, and despair and melancholy hold their accursed court 
within the breast of the successful candidate for glory. Oh ! seek 
not for your little ones such things as these. Learn wisdom from 
your own experience, if experience ye have had ; or if ye have 
had it not, read a lesson for yourselves in the bitter experience 
of others. Seek not to make your children very wise, or very 
learned or accomplished : be not over anxious for their admission 
into this society or that : care not much for their increase in this 
world's goods, or for their settlement in life, — ^but care chiefly to 
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lead them to the knowledge of God, and of Jesus Christ whom 
he hath sent ; yea, teach them to look forward to those riches 
which neither moth nor dust doth corrupt, even the riches of 
that better land where they shall be as the angels in heaven — 
where '' there is neither marrying nor giving in marriage." Leave 
them not to others, we charge it upon you, but watch over them 
with a painful and incessant watchfidness, as those who must 
hereafter give an account to God ; mark well the development 
of their infant understandings, and look out for the earliest 
dawnings and first invasions of sin: teach them to love you 
indeed, but teach them also to fear you in the Lord, and on no 
account excuse them from shewing unto you on all occasions due 
and lawful reverence : be indeed their companions, but be also 
their instruction and example much rather ; and as ye would 
avoid the bitterness of remorse when remorse shall come too 
late, spare them not when ye shall see them do that which is 
displeasing in the sight of God : so shall ye train them up to be 
a blessing unto you and to themselves ; so, like the virtuous 
woman whose price was beyond rubies, whereof the wise man 
hath discoursed, ye shall have children which shall arise up and 
call you blessed, and your own works shall praise you in the 
gates ; yea, ye shall find that the blessing of your children shall 
be upon you, and that " he that is obedient to the Lord," as saith 
the Preacher, " shall be a comfort to his Mother." 

II. But we are told secondly, my brethren, that " of such is 
the kingdom of heaven" — ^yea, that except we too shall be con- 
verted and become as little children, we can in no wise enter 
therein. It is the absence, dearly beloved, of the mind of little 
children, which worketh such continual mischief and discord in 
the Church of Chrisf. We like not, as ye know, to be instructed 
of others in our duty, but we shrink from it, and we avoid 
and dislike those who love us better than we do ourselves, 
and who would tell us too plainly of our faults. This it is by 
which the exhortations of the Minister are oftentimes rendered 
80 ineffectual to his hearers, and his own heart filled with 
despondency and humiliation, when he seeth how little even 
with his most earnest endeavours he can hope to effect. For is 
it not so, my brethren, that if he tell his people of their failiiigs, 
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and seek to bring them to a stricter attention to their duties as 
Christian people— if he warn them of things long perhaps un- 
heeded or forgotten, but ever binding on the Church's children — 
is he not liable to be called hj every hard name which ignoraace 
can devise or which prejudice can suggest ? Are not his motives 
oftentimes impugned, his opinions misrepresented, his sayings 
misquoted, his instructions forsaken ? Verily it would almost 
seem, however melancholy the thought, as if every attempt on 
his part to shew his people their duty and make them act up to 
their responsibilities as members of Christ's Holy Catholic 
Church were met as regards the many (for of course we speak 
not of you all, for there be some in whom we trust we can re- 
joice) by a corresponding effort in an opposite direction, so that 
they obstinately refuse to listen, and will not suffer themselves 
to be instructed, and will not believe that perhaps they may not 
be following the example and teaching of Christ and his Aposties, 
and may need to be reminded of the same — ^yea, as if they came 
hither not to be taught but as to teach ; and to shew by their 
hardened and bold opposition to what they hear that they are 
either too proud to receive instruction, or too ignorant to feel how 
greatly they do need it. 

But if these observations should be lost, as very probably they 
will, upon those who are so much wedded to their own habits 
and opinions as to be scarce susceptible of improvement, we 
would fain hope that they may not altogether be thrown away 
upon some who now hear the word of instruction and advice. 
The times in which we live, dear brethren, are times of much 
. distraction and discomfort to the Church, and manifold are 
the differences amongst those who ought to dwell together in 
unity and love as brethren. Into this subject however it would 
neither be suitable to this place nor occasion more particularly to 
enter. But we would say thus much: that we caution you 
against lightly condemning any principles or regarding their 
advocates with hostility, merely because those principles are 
capable of being carried to dangerous or doubtful extremes : for 
it is absurd as an argument, and may be turned with equal force 
against any opinions whatsoever. It cannot prove aught, be it 
remembered, against the intrinsic excellence of a thing to say that 
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it may possibly be abused, for tbe same, ye know, might be as- 
serted of all the various gifts and mercies of Almighty God. As 
well might we quench the fire upon our hearths because haply 
by approaching too nearly we might be burned, or reject entirely 
the use of those blessings which God hath given us to enjoy 
because they have been by some abused to purposes of drunken- 
ness and gluttony — as well might we bid the sculptor fling aside 
his labours because the heathen have worshipped a graven image, 
or snatch the pencil out of the hand of the painter lest peradven- 
ture we should bow down before the creation of his skill — ^as 
well might we close the Scriptures for ever because some have 
wrested them to their own destruction, as turn our back upon 
sound principles because they have been by some perverted and 
abused* Howbeit, beloved brethren, the less ye shall seek to hear 
of envyings, and strifes, and divisions, (alas! that such things 
should be) the better it shall be for you : ye have neither to 
absolve, nor to condemn. ^^ Your strength is to sit still :" to use to 
the utmost the blessings which as baptized members of the true 
fold of Christ ye enjoy, and to mark the guidings of God's 
holy Providence : " in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He 
will direct your paths." Use well, we repeat it, your present 
blessings, whereby we mean the privileges which Christ hath 
appointed for tho comfort of such as will humbly draw nigh to 
him in his Church, and most necessary it is again and again to 
impress this upon you all. It is indeed most deeply to be 
deplored that so little of personal feeling should seem to exist in 
the minds of most as regards their spiritual position as members 
of Christ's holy Church, and how seldom we see any making 
their church-membership part and parcel of themselves. Many 
perhaps may talk largely at times upon religious subjects, but 
how few seem to mix it up with their habitual feelings and to 
make their profession manifest in their daily walk and conver- 
sation. They may perhaps attend the Church's services on the 
Lord's day, but as regards any real zeal or devotion at other 
times, how few there are whose life and habits would give us 
reason to imagine that they view the matter as aught besides a 
mere accident in their weekly history. It is by the existence 
of an opposite feeling in her members that the Church of 
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Rome is enabled to assume so commanding a position, namely, 
by the devotedness and affection of a warm-hearted and zealous 
laity, who are not ashamed to profess their attachment to her as 
their Church, to observe her discipline to the utmost, and to 
support her on all occasions with their cordial and affectionate 
aid. But as for us, my brethren, surely we may say, ^' woe 
unto thee Chorazin ! woe imto thee Bethsaida !" for alas ! alas ! 
how few, how scanty, are such feelings amongst ourselves! 
Yea, even upon the Lord's day who can enter one of our congre- 
gations without being painfully struck by their appearance ? we 
mean by the apparent want of personal devotion too commonly 
exhibited by those professedly assembled for worship, as if they 
were merely come to witness some performance, wherein none 
but the officiating priest hath part, instead of feeling as they 
ought to feel, that a part no less important is incumbent on 
themselves. Alas ! my brethren, that the enemy or the stranger 
should have so much reason to lay this thing unto our charge ! 
The psalm or anthem falls upon the ear, but ye refuse to join in 
the melody — ^the" Amen," which in the Primitive Church sounded 
like a thunder-clap, is now scarcely heard amongst us — ^the re- 
sponses, which are the voice of the people answering to the 
Minister in his petitions to the Throne of Grace, are passed by 
almost unheeded — ^the name of Jesus excites no humble and 
lowly reverence. About all these things however we have warned 
you often, and we fear, for the most part, in vain ; and time 
would fail us to discourse upon them now. One word only in 
order to anticipate and remove an objection which is often 
ignorantly made against such exhortations, and which, if true, 
would indeed be fatal altogether. Do any say that the observance 
of those ordinances and practices which the Church hath enjoined 
is at variance with that preaching of the Gospel of Christ which 
we are bound to set before you ? God forbid. For why is it, 
brethren, that we speak of the Church ? What is the Church 
but the instrument appointed of God to convey unto mankind 
the blessings and the knowledge of his Christ ? Yea, what is 
the whole universe itself but one great and magnificent theatre 
wherein to display before mankind the wonders and the glory 
of his Christ ? Yes, my brethren, as the eye of Faith can 
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discern Christ in every particle of Nature's beauty — as it beholds 
him reflected from the sunbeam or glittering on the dewdrop— 
even so doth it behold Christ displayed in every ordinance and 
office of his Church. It beholds him in the holy water of Bap- 
tism, and discerns him in the Eucharistic elements — it sees him 
descending to bless us in the solemn sacrifice of prayer and in 
the grateful ofFering of praise; yea, in every act which the 
Christian doeth ai\d in every word which he uttereth he be- 
holdeth nought but Christ in his Church and the Church in 
Christ, and woe indeed is his if he beholdeth not Christ therein; 
and woe is ours if we preach not Christ as all and in all : ^' for," 
saith the Apostle, '^ if any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, 
let him be Anathema Maranatha," that is to say. Let him be 
accursed when the Lord shall come. 

That coming, beloved brethren, be it far distant or be it nigh 
at hand, must sooner or later be revealed, and blessed are they 
which shall not then be found wanting. The priesthood of Christ, 
as it hath been well remarked, is a priesthood of a threefold 
character. For first there was the shedding of blood, which 
was when He died upon the cross and by sacrifice of himself 
once oflFered took away our sins ; — and secondly there was the 
going in to the Holy of Holies, which was when he re-ascended 
up on high and sat down at the right hand of the majesty of 
God; — and thirdly there is the coming out of the Holy of 
Holies, which shall be when He shall come again to visit this 
earth proclaiming deliverance to the captive and the opening of 
the prison to them that are bound. Yes, my brethren, the Lord 
Jesus Christ will again come down, for even thus it is written : — 
" So shall He come in like manner as ye have seen Him go up 
into heaven ;" He will appear again the second time without sin 
unto salvation, when they shall look on Him whom they have 
pierced, and all the kindreds of the earth shall wail because of 
Him : for behold God " hath appointed a day in the which He will 
judge the world in righteousness by that man whom He hath 
ordained," even "the Man Christ Jesus." But of the times 
and seasons knoweth no man, which the Father hath put in His 
own power. It may be that the present state of things is soon 
to pass away — it may be that the Sun is about to set upon the 
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world and the dark night of Antichrist for awhile to be established 
in the earth — ^but oh ! it is our heart's desire that whenever, be 
it soon or be it late, that light which so long hath cast its 
cheering beams upon the nations shall darken into gloom, it may 
gild with its waning beams this country which we love, and that 
we whom the Lord hath visited so long with the choicest trea- 
sures of His grace may finally be partakers with Him in the 
glories of His everlasting kingdom. 

May the Lord Jesus Christ, whose first coming the Church at 
this time doth celebrate and whose second coming in glory she 
waiteth for, vouchsafe His blessing upon all this congregation, 
so that at His second coming to judge the world we may be 
found an acceptable people in His sight, who liveth and reigneth 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever one God world 
without end. Amen. 
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ADDITIONAL AUTHORITIES. 



The statement of the doctrine of " the Real Presence of Christ 
in the Eucharist" contained in the following sermon, having been 
violently assailed on the eve df its present publication, I have 
thought it advisable, though unable by the shortness of the time 
to do justice to the subject, to give a few extracts additional to 
those before cited, shewing that this doctrine of "the 'Real 
Presence" (nOt by physical change of substance, but myste- 
riously and sacramentally, yet really, after a divine and 
spiritual manner) is in fact the real doctrine of the EnglUh 
Church as held by her Bishops and Divines, and which ac- 
cordingly as consistent members 6f that Ohurbh we aire bound 
to believe. 

SUTTON. 

"Consider the divine Wisdotn of the Son of God, who respecting our 
weakness, hath conveyed unto us His Body and Blood after a divine and 
spiritual manner, under the forms of bread and wine." 

BAILY. 

^ Christ in the action of the Sacrament really giveth His very Body and 
Blood to every faithful receiver. <^erefore the Sacrament is called the 
Communion of the Body and Blood of the Lord. And communication is not 
of things ahsenty but preseiU, neither were it the Lord's Supper, if the Lord's 
Body and 'Blood were not there." 
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HOOKER. 

^' I wish that men would more give themselves to meditate in silence what 
we have hy the Sacrament [of the Holy Eucharist] and less to dispute of the 
manner how. ♦ • * ♦ < This is my hody,' ' and this is my hlood/ being 
words of promise which we all agree that by the Sacrament Christ doth 
really and truly in us perform his promise, why do we vainly trouble our- 
selves with so fierce contentions, whether by consubstantiation, or else by 
transubstantiation, the Sacrament iteelf be first possessed with Christ or no f 
A thing which no way can either further or hinder us howsoever it stand, 
because our participation of Christ in this sacrament dependeth on the co- 
operation of his omnipotent power, which maketh it his body and blood to 
us, whether with change or without alteration of the element such as they 
imagine, we need not greatly to care or inquire." 

^ These Holy Mysteries received in due mann^, do instrumentally both 
make us partakere of the grace of that Body and Blood which were given for 
the life of the world, and besides also, impart in true and real though mysti- 
cal manner, the Very Person of our Lord Himself, whole, perfect, and 
enthre, as hath been shewed." 

WHEATLY. 

*' In these words [of the Consecration Prayer] the sense of the former is 
still implied, and consequently by these, the Elements are now consecrated, 
and so become the Body and Blood of our Saviour Christ. * * * 

^A Real Presence of the Body and Blood of Christ in the Eucharist, is 
what our Church frequently asserts in this very office of Conmiunion, in her 
Articles, in her Homilies, and her Catechism." 

BISHOP FORBES. 

*' The doctrine of those Protestants and others seems most safe and true, 
who are of opinion, nay most firmly believe, that the Body and Blood of 
Christ is truly, really and substantially present in the Eucharist and received, 
but in a manner incomprehensible in respect of human reason, and ineffable, 
known to Grod alone, and not revealed to us in the Scriptures, not corporal, 
yet neither in the mind alone, or through faith alone, but in another way, 
known, as was said, to God alone, and to be left to His Omnipotence." 

BISHOP WHITE. 
^ The more learned Jesuits themselves acknowledge that Protestants be- 
lieve the Real Presence of Christ's Body and Blood in the Holy Eucharist ; 
and our Divines deliver their fSuth concerning the Sacrament in this man- 
ner: 'God forbid we should deny that the Flesh and Blood of Christ are 
truly present and truly received of the faithful at the Lord's table ; it is the 
doctrine we teach others and comfort ourselves with.' " 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



BISHOP TAYLOR. 

^ It is much insisted upon that it be enquired whether when we say we 
believe Christ's Body to be reaUy in the Sacrament we mean that Body, that 
Flesh, that was bom of the Virgin Mary, that was crucified, dead and 
buried ; I answer, I know none else that he had or hath : there is but One 
Body of Christ, natural and glorified * * * • And therefore, when any of the 
Protestant divines or any of the Fathers deny that Body which was bom of 
the Virgm Mary, that was crucified, to be eaten in the Sacrament, as Ber- 
tram, as S. Hierom, as Clemens Alex, expressly affirm, the meaning is easy ; 
they intend that it is not eaten in a natural sense.*' 

BISHOP COSIN. 

^ All that remains is, that we should with faith and humility admire this 
high and sacred mystery, which our tongue cannot sufficiently explain, nor 
our heart conceive." 

BISHOP SPARROW. 

*' When the Priest hath said at the delivery of the Sacrament, The Body 
of our Lord Jesus Christ which was given for thee, preserve thy body and 
soul into everlasting life, the communicant is to answer Amen. By this 
Amen, professing his faith of the presence of Christ's Body and Blood in 
that Sacrament." 

BISHOP BEVERIDGE. 

" When we hear the words of Consecration repeated as they came from 
our Lord's own mouth, 'This is my Body which is given for you,' and 
* This is my blood which was shed for you and for many for the remission of 
sins; ' we are then stedfastly to believe that although the substance of the 
bread and wine still remain, yet now it is not conmion bread and wine, as to 
its use ; but the Body and Blood of Christ in that Sacramental sense wherein 
he spake the words. * * * When it comes to our turn to receive it, then we 
are to lay aside all thoughts of bread and wine, and the Minister, and every- 
thing else that is or can be seen * * * * stedfastly believing it to be, as our 
Saviour said, * His Body and Blood,' which our Church teacheth us are verily 
and indeed taken and receiyed by the faithful in the Lord's Supper." 

*'l shall only add the express words of institution, wherein Christ said of 
the bread ' This is My Body,' Matt. xxvi. 26, and of the wme 'This is My 
Blood of the New Testament shed for many for the remission of sins,' v. 
28. And if the Bread be His Body and the Wine His Blood, it must needs 
follow, that whosoever eats the one and drinks the other as he ought to do, 
is made partaker of the Body and Blood of Christ. The Fathers are very 
frequent in asserting this truth. I shall instance bt/t a few. St. Cyril of 
Jerusalem • • * • Therefore saith St. Hilary, * Of the truth of the Flesh and 
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Blood there is no place left to doubt, for now by the profession of the Lord 
Himself, it is truly Flesh and truly Blood' * * * *And St. Chrysostom, 
' Wherefore it is necessary we should learn the Miracle of the Mysteries, 
&c.* * * * * All which oould not be unless we were partakers of the Body 
and Blood of Christ in the Sacrament." 

BISHOP WILSON. 

^ We ofPer unto Thee, our King and our Grod, this bread and this cup. 
We give Thee thanks for these and for all Thy mercies, beseeching Thee to 
send down Thy Holy Spirit upon this Sacrifice, that He may make this bread 
the Body of thy Christ, and this cup the Blood of Thy Christ, and that all we 
who are partakers thereof, may thereby obtain remission of our sins, and 
all other benefits of His Passion." 

ARCHBISHOP LAUD. 

'* As for the Church of England, nothing is more plain than that it believes 
and teaches the true and real presence of Christ in the Eucharist." 

ARCHBISHOP SHARP. 

** We do indeed own that Christ is really present in the Sacrament to all 
worthy receivers, and in our communion service we pi*ay to Gk)d to grant 
that we may eat the Flesh of His dear Son and drink his Blood &c. All this 
we own, and it is very necessary we should." 

These (and they are a few onJy amoiigst very many) are 
the testimonies of Divines, Bishops and Archbishops of the 
English Church. If then we err in asserting the doctrine of 
the " Real Presence," we err not only along with the ancient 
Fathers, but with Hooker, Taylor, Wheatly, Beveridge and a 
host of others. The above passages (not having the originals 
at hand) have been chiefly cited from a Tract lately published, 
entitled, " The Doctrine of the Catholic Church in England on 
the Holy Eucharist, illustrated by Extracts from her great 
Divines. Oxford, 1841." 
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A SERMON, &c. 



PSALM XXV. 14. 

THE SECRET OF THE LORD IS WITH THEM THAT FEAE HIM ; AND HE 
WILL SHEW THEM HIS COVENANT. 



Dearly Beloved Brbthrbn — ^it was our privilege this morn- 
ing to administer unto you, by God's assistance, that most Holy 
Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ (1), which in his parting 
hour he commanded to be of all men received in remembrance of 
Him (2), and the due reception of the which by Faith is the means 
whereby the members of his mystical Church are distinguished from 
those which be Christians in name only, but not in deed also (3) : for 
to such as do rightly, worthily, and by Faith receive it, the Body 
and Blood of Christ is, as oar Catechism hath it, '* verify and indeed 
taken" (4) in that Holy Sacrament : and albeit it be a mystery 
which no man may expound, how, or after what manner, Christ can 
thus be present under the form of Bread and Wine, whenas at the 

(1) "The most comfortable Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Oiriat.** 
— Exhortation, 

(2) *« Take, eat : this is my Body,** " Drink ye all of it : for this is my 
Blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins." 
—St. Matth. xxvi. 26, 27, 28. 

(3) " Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink his blood, 
ye have no life in you."— St. John vi. 53. 

(4) Q. — What is the inward part, or thing signified ? Ans. — The Body 
and Blood of Cfhrist, which are FERILF and INDEED taken and received by 
the faithful in the Lord's Supper. — Church Catechism. Again : " To such as 
rightly, worthily, and with faith receive the same, the Bread which we break, 
ib a partaking of the Body of Christ , and likewise the Cup of Blessing is a par- 
taking of the Blood of Christ,** — Article xxviii. 1 Cor. x. 16. 
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same time he sitteth at the right hand of his Father in Heaven (5) : 
yet to those who have Faith (6) to receive it, the doctrine is plainly 
enoagh revealed in the words of Holy Scripture. On this suh- 
ject however we would in passing merely quote the words of 
our own venerable Archbishop Cranmer, who discoursing 
on the subject of • the Lord's Supper spake as foUoweth : — 
'* Christ saith of the Bread, " This is my Body," and of the Cup 
he saith, '* This is my Blood." Wherefore, we ought to believe 
that in the Sacrament we receive truly the Body and Blood of 
Christ. Fur God is Almighty, as ye heard in the Creed. He 
is able, therefore, to do all things what He will. And, as St. 
Paul writeth, He calleth those things which be not as if they 
were. Wherefore, when Christ taketh bread and saith, " Take 
eat, this is my Body," we ought not to doubt but we eat his very 
Body. And when He tak^h the cup and saith, " Take, drink, 
this is my Blood," we ought to think assuredly that we drink his 
very Blood, and this we must believe, if we will be counted 
Chiistian men." 

Such were the words of our pious and admirable Archbishop, 
and such, dear brethren, was the doctrine of the Primitive 
CathoHc Church — ^a doctrine which it is our business not 
curiously to investigate, but meekly to receive (7 ). And hereby ye 
may well discern the reason of that antient and godly discipline 
by the which she was wont to repel from the Holy Communion 
those persons who by the inconsistency of their life and conver- 

(5) This difficulty was felt by the carnally minded Jews. " The Jews* 
therefore, strove among themselves, saying, How can this man give us his flesh 
to eat 1 Then Jesus said unto them. Verily, verily, I say unto you, except 
ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, ye have no life Id you. 

Many, therefore, of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, 

This is an hard saying; who can hear it? When Jesus knew in himself 
that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them. Doth this offend 
you 1 What and if ye ihall see the Son of Man ascend up where he was 
before V* They knew not the mystical import of our Lord's words ; '* It is the 
spirit that auickeneth ; the flesh profiteth nothing : the words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life."— St. John vi. 52—63. 

(6) " The Body of Christ is given, taken, and eaten in the supper, only 
after an heavenly and spiritual manner. And the means whereby the Body of 
Christ is received and eaten in the supper is Fhith,"-^ A^rticle zxviii. 

(7) " He (Bishop Ridley) always believed and maintained a Real presence 



by grace to faith, and not a mere figure only : and although there were some 
English fanatics, such as John Webb, George Roper, and Gregory Paske, who 
believed that the Sacrament was only a bare sign of Christ's body, and nothing 
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sation did shew themselves not meet to be partakers of those 
Holy mysteries, for it is easy to see what horrid profanation it 
were in such persons to presume to meddle with the very Body 
and Blood of Christ (8) : and this she did out of a pious and a holy 
desire for the benefit of those whom she did thus excommunicate, 
being willing, as St. Paul saith, •' to deliver such unto Satan 
for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit might be saved in 
the day of the Lord Jesus (9)." Now this discipline and ordinance 
bath never at any time been rescinded in the Church, and as ye 
may read very largely expressed in the Rubric preceding our 
Sacramental service, is even at the present moment in fullest force 
amongst ourselves (10) ; although owing to that miserable com- 
pliance with the lax spirit of the times which doth so wither up 

more than a remembraDce of it ; yet this was not the opinion of our martyrs." 
— Wordaworth^s Biography. From Foxe and Ridley, iiL 147, 

" As to the manner of the presence of the body of our Lord in the blessed 
Sacrament, we that are Protestant and Reformed according to the ancient 
Catholic Church, do not search into the manner of it with perplexing inquiries ; 
but, after the example of the primitive and purest Church of Christ, we leave 
it to the power and wisdom of our Lord, yielding a full and unfeigned assent to 
his words."— Bt»^/? Cosines History of Transubstantiation, In " Tracts for the 
Times." 

" Bless, O Lord, we beseech thee, these thy Gifts, and sanctify them unto 
this holy use, that by them we m^ be made partakers of the Body and Blood 
of thine only begotten Son Jesus Christ, and fed unto everlasting life of Soul 
and Body."— 'Communion Service of our Church at the Coronation of the Sove^ 
reign. 

(8) " Whosoever shall eat this bread and drink this cup of the Lord, 
unworthily, shall be guilty of the Body and Blood of the Lord."— 1 Cor.zi,27. 

(9) 1 Cor. V. 5, 

(10) f And if any of those be an open and notorious evil liver, or have 
done any wrong to his neighbours by word or deed, so that the congregation 
be thereby offended ; the Curate having knowledge thereof, shall call him and 
advertise him, that in any wise he presume not to come to the Lord's Table 
until he hath openly declared himself to have truly repented and amended his 
former naughty life, that the congregation may thereby be satisfied, which 
before were offended ; and that he hatn recompensed the parties, to whom he 
hath done wrong, or at least declared himself to be in full purpose so to do as 
soon as he conveniently may. 

f The same order shall the Curate use with those betwixt whom he per- 
ceiveth malice and hatred to reign ; not suffering them to be partakers of the 
Lord's Table, until he know them to be reconciled. And if one of the parties so 
at variance, be content to forgive from the bottom of his heart all that the other 
hath transgressed against him, and to make amends for that he himself hath 
offended ; and the other party will not be persuaded to a godly unity, but 
remain still in his frowardness and malice ; the Minister in that case ought to 
admit the penitent person to the Holy Communion, and not him that is obsti« 
nate. Provided that every Minister so repelling any, as is specified in this, or 
the next precedent paragraph of this Kubrick, shall be obliged to give an 
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her energies and cramp her exertions, and that coldness of zeal 
within herself for the which hereafter she will have to render an 
account to God, she doth not now, ordinarily exercise that right 
which if she did exercise, many perhaps might hereafter receive 
this sacrament to their comfort, who now do eat and drink it to 
their own condemnation (11). Howheit, let all such persons re- 
member that although they be not judged of men, yet are they 
surely judged of God in this matter, and that whilst to those who 
rightly receive it, the bread which we break is a partaking of the 
Body of Christ, and the cup of blessing which we drink is a partak- 
ing of the Blood of Christ (1 2), so to all those who come without a 
due sense of the high obligation which it doth impose upon them, it 
shall be to them a curse and not a blessing, and that they are to 
all intents and purposes excommunicated in the sight of Grod. 
If, however, there were any such present this morning, there is 
mercy still and plenteous forgiveness from Him who willeth not 
the death of a sinner, but rather that he should turn from his 
wickedness and live, and the absolution of whom from their 
offences, if with a true penitent heart and lively Faith they will 
turn unto him, he hath commissioned his Ministers to declare and 
to pronounce. Now the conditions upon which, as ye heard, ye 
were admitted to this Holy Table were these following : — " That ye 
should truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, that ye should 
be in love and charity with your neighbours, and intend to lead a 
new life, following the commandments of God, and walking from 
henceforth in his holy ways," the which if by God's grace ye shall 
now purpose to perform, we doubt not that he will accept this 
instead of your former lack of service, and that ye shall find 
favour and acceptance at the Throne of God. 

Let us now then briefly consider a few of those duties 
which the reception of this Holy Sacrament doth of necessity 
involve. And first we would speak of it as involving the duty 
of love and charity to our neighbours : for though " there 
abideth," saith the Apostle, " faith, hope, charity, these three ;" 

account of the same to the Ordinary within fourteen days after at the farthest. 
And the Ordinary shall proceed against the offending person according to the 
Canon.— Rubric of the Sacramental Service, 

(11) 1 Cor. xi. 29. See also Article zziz. 

(12) 1 Cor, X. 16. 
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yet " the greatest of these is charity.*' Now when we are com- 
manded, dearly beloved in the Lord, to love one another, it 
meaneth not that we should feel the same degree or sort of 
affection towards all mankind : for ye know that He who was love 
and charity itself, whilst he came down from heaven to save all 
his creatures, had nevertheless especial objects of his love, and 
though he died upon the cross for all, yet found he notwithstanding 
his chosen companions in Peter and James and John. And so too 
may the Christian from out the vast assemblage of his fellows 
chouse some few to whom he may more specially attach himself 
in the bonds of affection, and happy, thrice happy is he who in 
so doing shall not find that he hath taken a Judas to his bosom. 
But Christian love then riseth to its highest sublimity of excellence 
when we can love those who are undeserving of our affection, 
and who have done us discourtesy or wrong. Herein most 
especially doth the pure morality of the Gospel differ from the 
ethical systems of the heathen world. " Ye have heard," saith 
our blessed Lord, *' that it hath been said. Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you. Love 
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and praj for them which despitefully use you and per- 
secute you. That ye may be the children of your Father which 
is in heaven : for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust." 
Herein then is Christian love : not that we love those only which 
do love us, for hard indeed were the heart, and stony were the 
bosom which would not thus, but that we love those abo from 
whom we may expect no return save that which we shall receive 
from our Father which seeth in secret. And to the end that ye may 
be certified that ye do love any whose ill will ye may be conscious 
of undeservedly possessing, we would recommend you, dearly 
beloved, to observe the practice of specially interceding for them 
with God in your daily exercise of prayer. For, brethren, the 
sweetest tribute of affection which we can offer to those who ai'e 
the objects of our solicitude, is that we do remember them in our 
prayers : but alas ! it is to be feared that our supplication 
ascendeth oftentimes only in behalf of those who love us even as 
as we do love themselves. After the same manner then shall ye 
pray for your enemies : and who shall tell the solemn and sancti- 
a3 
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fying influence it may have upon our own hearts, yea, how it may 
hereafter descend in holy fragraaoe upon them ? It is in some 
measure to follow the example of our Saviour Christ : for as he 
did offer himself upon the cross for a world which rejected and 
slew him, even so doth the Christian stand ofiering the sacrifice 
of his prayers, and acting as a mediator for his enemies at the 
Throne of grace, and oh ! what a high vantage ground, and 
how unearthly an eminence doth he then occupy over those for 
whom he prayeth; for "without all contradiction," saith the 
Apostle, " the less is hlessed of the better," and verily we say 
unto you, the man who doeth such things is not far from the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Such then, dearly beloved,' namely, the being in love 
and charity with our neighbours, is one great duty which the 
receiving of the Body and Blood of Christ in the Sacrament doth 
necessarily impose upon us, and the which if any among ye be 
not minded to observe, our office is to warn you that ye may in 
no wise presume to partake of those Holy Mysteries. And the 
other obligation which remaineth yet to be noticed is, that ye do 
" truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and intend to lead a 
new life, following the commandments of God, and walking from 
henceforth in his most holy ways." Now as touching the ex- 
pression " a new life," it may not perhaps be too much with 
respect to the greater part to affirm, that it is to be the opposite 
of that which up to this present they have been. '* The heart," 
saith the Prophet, "is deceitful above all things, and des- 
perately wicked." " There is a way," saith another, " which 
seemeth right unto a man, bat the end thereof is death." 
And even such, my brethren, is the way whereon mankind for 
the most part is hurrying onward to destruction. They eat and 
drink, they marry and are given in marriage, they rise up early 
and they late take rest, and eat the bread of carefulness : but in 
their hearts they have said with the Fool, " There is no God," 
and there is no fear of God before their eyes. The Lord himself 
looked down from heaven, and beheld the children of men, to see 
if there were any which did understand and seek after God, but 
lo I there was none which did good, no, not one. Kear ye now 
the word of the Lord concerning the ways of the world, if perad- 
venture ye may in some sort apply it unto yourselves. Hear 
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then first of all what St. Peter saith. " The time past of our 
lives may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, 
when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings* 
banquetings, and abominable idolatries : wherein they think it 
strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, 
speaking evil of you, who shall give account to him that is ready 
to judge the quick and the dead. But the end of all things is at 
hand: be ye sober, therefore, and watch unto prayer."* And 
again : " He that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain 
his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile ; let 
him eschew evil and do good ; let him seek peace and ensue it. 
For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are 
open unto their prayers : but the face of the Lord is against 
them that do evil."t 

Hear also what St. James saith. 

" If any man among you seemeth to be religious and 
bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's 
religion is vain. Pure religion and undefiled before God and 
the Father is this. To visit the Fatherless and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world."} 
Hear also what St. Paul saith. 

'<It is high time to awake out of sleep, for now -is our 
salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent* 
the day is at hand : let us therefore cast off the works of darkness 
and let us put on the armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as 
in the day ; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering 
and wantonness, not in strife and envying. But put ye on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to 
fulfil the lust thereof." II And again : " Be not deceived : evil 
communications corrupt good manners. Awake to righteousness, 
and sin not ; for some have not the knowledge of God; I speak 
this to your shame."* And again : " I beseech you, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable nnto God, which is your reasonable service. 
And be not conformed to this world.'^i 

* 1 St. Pet iv. 3, 5. t lb. iii. 10, 12. t St. James i. 26, 27. 
II Rom. xiti. 11—14. * 1 Cor. xt. 33, 34. f Rom. tu. 1, 2. 
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Here lastly what oar Saviour Christ saith. 

" Enter ye in at the strait gate : for wide is the gate, and 

broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and many there be 

which go in thereat.*'* " Watch and pray that ye enter not 

into temptation ; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 

weak."t 

Ye have now heard the conditions upon which the secret of 
the Lord is with them that fear him and upon which he will make 
known unto them his covenant — and be assured that to those who 
desire faithfully to observe the same, he doth manifest himself as 
he doth not unto the world. And such therefore are the exhor- 
tations which he desireth to impress upon bis people by his 
Ministers, and for the fulfilment of the which they shall have 
to give an account in the great day of our Lord's appearing. 
And do ye ask, brethren, why it is that the Ministers of 
God thus call upon you not to be conformed unto the world, and 
desire to present you, as far as in them lieth, faultless and accept- 
able before the face of Him who is to try both you and them ? 
Is it on their own account, or for their own sake that they do 
so ? Truly they might, if any, claim something at your hands : 
for theirs is indeed an arduous, and oftentimes, as far as this 
world is concerned, a thankless office. To be the chosen mes- 
sengers of Christ and feel themselves sinful and frail as men — 
to be laden with the denunciations of God's wrath and charged 
with the messages of his mercy, and to know themselves to have 
deserved the one and to be wholly unworthy of the other— 
to have ever to bestow that sympathy on others which their 
own hearts often yearn after in vain — ^to comfort others under 
the prospect of that death which they feel to be terrible them- 
selves — ^to labour on year after year, seeing often little or no fruit 
of their ministry — truly this is no easy nor enviable task. But it 
is not for such reasons as these that they call upon you to listen to 
their warnings. It is not for them to complain of coldness and 
ingratitude in a world which containeth scarce aught beside : they 
will descend into the grave and be seen no more, and the tears 
which they have wept over your apathy and the prayers which 
they have uttered for your conversion will sink into the common 

♦ St, Matt. vii. 13. t lb. vi. 41. 
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refuge of unrequited tenderness : it is not for them to complain 
Ihat they can effect so little, but to labour on rejoicing over those 
few loved and solitary ones whom haply they may gather in from 
the highways and the wayside to the fold of God. Why then is it 
that they do thus call upon you, and entreat you to listen to their 
call ? It is as the vice-gerents of Christ and stewards of the 
Mysteries of God, desiring to be lost in their office and wishing and 
caring for no other tribute of your affection than that ye should 
do whatsoever in Christ's name they do command you. It is not 
out of love to them, but out of love and gratitude to Him whose 
they are and whom they serve that they call upon you to repent. 
And who shall tell the intensity of that love which the Saviour of 
mankind sheweth unto his people, and which they so ungratefuUy 
and obstinately do reject ? Know any of ye what it is to receive 
a wound from one whom you have loved, whom you have fondly 
cherished and carefully served ? Can ye understand the rending 
of a mother's heart, when he who is the fruit of her womb and 
whom in infancy she nurtured at her bosom, pierceth through in 
after years that bosom with many sorrows ? Oh ! if ye know 
what it is to have a host of affections set at nought and your 
blessing returned back into your own bosom — if ye can tell how 
a mother moumeth over the ingratitude of a worthless child — 
then may ye peradventure tell somewhat of what Christ doth feel 
when ye reject his invitation and despise the riches of his love. 
He loveth you with an exceeding great and tender love — ^he 
intercedeth by his Spirit for you ydth groanings which cannot 
be uttered — he waiteth to catch the faintest accents of 
prayer or the lowest whisperings of praise — he yeameth over 
you, he standeth at the door and knocketh and longeth for 
admittance — he hath done all he could for you — ^he hath laid 
down his hfe for you — and greater love hath no man than this 
that he lay down his life for his friends. But he is no longer 
visibly present among you : but by them on whom he cast at his 
ascending his priestly mantle he calleth on you to repent. Howbeit 
he will not strive with you for ever — it will go hard with him to 
smite you, for most tenderly doth he love you, but yet much better 
doth he love to do the will of his heavenly Father, and he will by 
no means spare the guilty : wherefore " turn ye, turn ye, from your 
evil way, for why will ye die, O house of Israel ?" 
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" The secret of the Lord," saith the Psalmist, " is with 
them that fear him : and he will shew them his covenant." We 
have especially applied this to the receiving of Christ's Body and 
Blood in the Holy Sacrament, wherein the whole matter is 
revealed to Faith alone, and to such as rightly, worthily, and hy 
Faith receive it. The want of this, he assured, dear hrethren, 
is the reason why we are sometimes tempted to marvel at the 
exalted benefits attached by the Church to the Holy Mysteries of 
our Religion. Had we more of Faith in our hearts and of holiness 
in our lives, we might perhaps understand much which now we 
fail to comprehend. " He that doeth my will,*' saith our blessed 
Lord, " shall know of the doctrine,** It b by improving in our 
practice that we may hope to obtain fuller assurance in our /at/A. 
Let this especially be impressed upon those who love well to talk 
about principles — ^but little love to carry out those principles into 
action — who seeing perhaps a dignity (as indeed there is, though 
not such a dignity as theirs) in the high stature of doctrine 
professed by the Catholic Church — do yet falsify that profession 
by the inconsistency of their lives. Brethren, if we are to have 
high principles, let us in God's name have high practice — if we 
are to hold up primitive doctrines, let us exhibit primitive lives — 
let us become more holy, more humble, more mistrustful of self, 
more selfdenpng, more heavenly. Howbeit if ye do not so 
— ^if ye advocate certain principles only because ye see in them a 
sort of innate grandeur — or worse than that, because ye think they 
chime in with any worldly or political views (with which be assured 
they have no essential connection whatever) — ^if ye do this and fail 
to be in practice what ye are by profession — then beware how ye 
lightly take those sacred principles upon your lips, and be assured 
that as ye are the last persons with whom the Church would 
wish her name to be associated, so are ye the very last from 
whom she would look for or desire support. 

We desire in conclusion very briefly to apply the subject 
unto those whose hearts are cast down and oppressed with sorrow, 
and who are mourners upon the ways of Zion. Do ye, dear 
brethren, seek to understand what this covenant is which the 
Lord will shew unto them which fear him ? It is even that 
whereby he comforteth his Saints and assureth his people Israel, 
that his faithfulness shall never depart nor his truth fail from such 
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as shall choose him for their trust. " Trust ye in the Lord for 
ever," saith the Prophet, " for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting 
strength. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is 
stayed on thee." Would to God, my brethren, that all we, both 
Ministers and people, could but feel and act upon and have confi- 
dence in this ! Then, in the sweet language of him who also in his 
lifetime was a man of many sorrows, we might *' forget our misery, 
or remember it as waters that pass away." ' Then might we walk 
serenely through the bitter streams of affliction, for we should be 
safe under His protection whose presence could sweeten the 
distempered waters, and change them into springing wells of ever- 
lasting joy. '* Call me not Naomi, call me Mara," said one of 
old, " for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me," but 
there is one of whom she recked not who hath said, " Be of good 
cheer, it is I : be not afraid." Oh that to him we might look, 
and cling, and draw our consolation and support from him — who 
only is the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever — with whom 
alone is no variableness, neither shadow of turning ! But alas ! 
we seek for comfort where comfort is not to be found — we lean 
upon a broken reed, and we marvel if it sink beneath the weight 
which we would lay upon it. Here, go where ye hst, and wander 
where ye may, ye shall seek in .vain for real and abiding satis- 
faction, for behold it is not here. You may look for it from the 
east or from the west, or from the north, or from the south — ^but 
it is not there. You may seek it in the gay scenes of this world's 
attractions or in the rushing tumult of its occupations and its 
cares — ^but it is not there. You may ransack all the treasures of 
the mind and all the fairy charms of the imagination — but 
it is not there. You may roam over the earth's wide surface, and 
traverse all her pleasant places — ^but it is not there. You may 
fly to " Greenland's icy mountains, or India's coral strand," or 
to ''where Afric's sunny fountains roll down their golden sand" 
— ^but it is not there. Go seek it where you will, on the icebound 
rocks of Zembla, or the thirsting sands of Libya, in the sunny 
clime of Italy, or the pleasant gardens of France — but even there 
will sorrow track you onward as you fly, and the Angel of Woe 
will spread his dark wings above you. Here, within the sanctusuy 
of your own bosom, here must ye build the foundations of your 
hope, and here must ye erect the temple of your peace. May 
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that peace of God which the world cannot give, and which 
(hlessed he his name) it cannot take away, rest in all its fulness 
upon the heads of every one in this assemhly — ^may it descend in its 
halmy and refreshing influence upon all such as are afflicted and 
distressed in mind, body, or estate — may it comfort them under 
their sufferings, and give them a happy issue out of all their 
afflictions. May angels that have not fallen bear them up in 
their arms, and the Lord himself be their shepherd that they 
shall not want ; and may he bring them at last to that better land> 
where, having here suffered for awhile, they shall sit down with 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of God, and be 
translated from the troubled scenes of this transitory life to those 
blessed regions of never-ending peace, where there shall be no 
more sorrowing and no more crying, and God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes. 

And now to God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghost, Three Persons in one God, be everlasting praise. 
Amen. 
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